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Never be lacking in zeal, but keep 
your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. Romans 12:11-12      

Grace Notes  
Check website for up-to-date calendar: www.bellgrace.org 

Joyfully Proclaiming Christ in word and deed!! 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Look inside:  

Transition Team!            2 

Forum on Homelessness 2 

Committees at Grace       3 

People in Worship           3  

Russia News                  4  

Chicken Hatchery           5  

Compass Housing Event 6  

Screwtape On Stage       7 

Faith & Everyday Life      7 

Lenten Wednesdays        8 

 

The Interim/Transitional Period 
 
As often happens, no sooner has the interim pastor arrived then people begin to won-
der about the interim process; the transitional period.  Many might even ask, “Why do we 
really need to this?”  “How long will this take?” “What is this all about?”  In an earlier newsletter 
there was an insert entitled, “What Is Interim Ministry?”  During two Sunday morn-
ing adult forums in October, I attempted to explain in detail the transitional process, as 
well as answer any questions about interim ministry.  In this article I will attempt to fur-
ther explain interim ministry by using an image that I hope and believe will be familiar 
to you.  I invite you to think of the interim period as preparing to sell a house.  Many 
of you have gone through that process.  Let’s say that the house you are going to sell is 
more than just any house.  This is the house you grew up in, or raised your family in – it 
is a very special house and not just any buyer will do.  You want the best buyer for your 
house.   
 
In preparing to sell a house there are many decisions about what needs to be done be-
fore the house is ready to be put on the market and shown to perspective buyers.  The 
seller can paint all the rooms, install new carpeting, have a new roof put on, have the 
outside painted, etc.  Today you can hire people to come and redecorate your entire liv-
ing area with upscale furniture, dishes, tables/chairs, etc. to make the home even more 
attractive to potential buyers and hopefully bring in the highest and best bid for your 
house.  Or you can take a chance and sell it “as is.”  I suspect that most of you would 
choose somewhere in the middle, not doing everything that can be done, but doing what 
is deemed most necessary and then whatever else can be accomplished in a timely and 
helpful manner. 
 
Often in preparing and selling a house a professional is consulted, perhaps a real estate 
agent.  Because of their experience in such matters, they have a sense for what needs to 
be done to better prepare the house for selling.  Typically, their recommendations are 
considered seriously, and choices are made about how much needs to be done to pre-
pare the house for a buyer. 
 
One can look at the interim process like this:  the congregation needs to decide what 
must be done before engaging in the call process itself.  For that purpose a Transition 
Team is chosen.  The Transition Team, like a seller of a house, takes a look at the ‘whole 
house’ and tries to make some determinations concerning what needs to be done to make 
the house presentable to interested buyers.  They listen to a professional, such as a real-
tor, but in this case a trained interim pastor, and make some choices and recommenda-
tions.  They understand that the preparation work should be accomplished before the 
house is shown.  Once you start showing the house there is less emphasis and usually 
little interest in further immediate improvements. 
 
The showing of the house can be compared to the work of the Call Committee (the 
real estate agents).  They will benefit from all the preparation that has gone before, and 

(Continued on page 2) 

Upcoming Adult Forums: 
 
February 5 – David Bowling,                                           
Congregations for the Homeless 
Shelter Director 
 
February 12 – Karina O’Malley, 
Sophia Way Board Member   
 
February 16 – 7pm Forum                           
Panel on Youth Homelessness 
 
March 4 –                                           

Grace’s Transition Team 

 

 

Grace’s Annual Meeting 
Discussion was tabled 
and will be continued on 
February 26th, following 
worship. Grace members 
are asked to attend this 
special meeting. 



Grace Lutheran Church—in Transition  
 

The members of your Transition Team are Eva Mader (member since 1976), Danna Anderson (member since 1986), Rod Nel-
son (member since 1990), and Claudia Thompson (member since 2011). The Purpose of the Transition Team is to help guide the con-
gregation through this interim period by moderating discussion pertaining to the developmental tasks of the interim period, en-
couraging the congregation to maintain the positive momentum in the ministry of the church, supporting and promoting the on-
going ministries/programs, assisting the congregation in dealing with any emerging issues, facilitating the grieving process, and deter-
mining, in partnership with the Interim Pastor, when the congregation is ready to begin its search for the Permanent/Settled Pas-
tor. 
 The team facilitates opportunities for congregational members to meet, learn and discuss the transition process. Only if every 
member voices his/her opinion can we get a valid profile of the congregation. We have led Adult Forums in December and 
January, the results of which are posted on a bulletin board in the narthex. Those meetings dealt with answering the questions 
about what you are personally called to do, what values you personally live by, what Grace is called to do, and what Grace 
currently is driven by. As we work through this process, we will begin to see what the Core Values are of the congregation. 
We can then begin to develop a new Vision statement (our purpose and what God is calling us to be) and a new Mission 
statement (activities to reach the vision). Not until that work is complete can the congregation form a Call Committee to 
search for the new Pastor and take other actions that will allow us to reach the goals expressed in the new vision and mission 
statements. 
 We will be leading more Adult Forums at least once a month and are currently scheduled for March 4th, March 25th, and April 
29th. If you cannot attend any of the Adult Forums, but would like someone to call you to discuss Grace’s future, please talk with one 
of the Transition Team members or email us at: glctransition@bellgrace.org 
  

will then turn their attention to interacting with 
those who come and see, namely the buyers 
(pastoral candidates who are interviewed).  
When showing the house, if some further prepara-
tion is deemed necessary the process can be halted 
until the further preparation is completed.  This is 
a little more difficult with the call process.  There-
fore, it is very important that the Transition Team 
is able to complete what they need to do before 
moving on. 
 
Continuing with the “house” imagery, it is, of 
course, hoped that the entire venture is based on 
the bedrock of Jesus Christ, and that we are not 
building on sand.  All of us are part of the on-
going process of prayerfully and faithfully support-
ing this preparation period and participating in the 
vision for a faithful future. 
 
I hope this imagery and explanation has been help-
ful for you.  You may talk with me about further 
explanation or concerns that you may have about 
the transition process and interim ministry.  I ap-
preciate our ministry together.  
 
See you in church.                            
Pr. Tim 

(Continued from page 1) 

YOU are invited and encouraged to attend! 
A Conversation on Youth Homelessness  

February 16th at 7pm  
Pearson Hall, Grace Lutheran Church 

 
Grace is providing Pearson Hall for this time of 
learning and discussion. Sarah Peterson, will wel-
come all those who attend and Grace members 
are needed to greet  people and set up chairs.  
Join us and bring a friend! 
 
The forum will begin with a presentation of the 
issue by three members of the Puget Sound Home-
less Youth and Young Adult Collaboration: 
 

YouthCare Exec. Dir. Melinda Giovengo 
Auburn Youth Resources Ex. Dir. Jim Blanchard 
Friends of Youth CEO Terry Pottmeyer   
 
The forum will be moderated by Arthur Sullivan, 
Director of ARCH and will include an opportunity 
for the community to ask questions and engage in 
conversation with homeless youth providers. 
  
For additional information please contact Friends 
of Youth at 425.869.6490                                                        
or info@friendsofyouth.org   
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People in Worship 

Sign up to serve as a Worship Assistant, Lector, Usher, Acolyte, Sound Operator, or host Coffee Hours...there are 

still some openings. If you have questions about these opportunities, ask Kipp. The clipboard with the February-March 

schedule is on the counter in the Church Office….or call or email Jane w/dates of availability.                                                   

Please sign up….So many ways to serve!  

425-454-4344 

bellgrace@integra.net  

 

Thank you! 

Grace Lutheran Church Committee Lists 
 
 
 

Audit Committee:  
Margaret Santjer, Bob Kalina, Danna Anderson 
 

Education:  
Sue Giaimo (Chair) sgiaimo@comcast.net  425-562-1707  
Tanya Riebeling (CL), Karl Riebeling, Marcia Bodin, Whitney Giaimo, Sarah Peterson, Robin Hansen, Margaret Santjer 
 

Evangelism:  
Bob Smith (Chair/CL) bruindeb@yahoo.com  425-454-1079  
Pr Tim Wolbrecht (Staff), Debbie Smith  
 

Fellowship: 
Co-Chairs:  Rhonda Ammondson rhondaa@sonic.net 425-922-1190, Kris Brown wkbrown@mac.com   206-499-0198   
Merrilee Kipfer(CL), Bill Bockman, Carolyn Gernert, Chester Haugland, Betty Reimer, Tanya Riebeling, Helen Ryan 
 

Finance:  
Ed Giaimo (Chair/CL) edgiaimo@comcast.net  425-562-9848  
Chester Haugland, Merrilee Kipfer, Ruth Kindschi 
 

Library Helpers:  
Judy (H) Johnson (Librarian) hojuj@comcast.net  425-455-1271 
Sue Giaimo, Merrilee Kipfer, Marilyn Hansen, Arlene Stratis 
 

Memorial Fund:  
Howard Johnson (Chair) hojuj@comcast.net 425-455-1271 
Nell Brogren, Ron Ryan 
 

Mutual Ministry:  
Co-Chairs:  Danna Anderson DSyltebo@aol.com 425-455-8237, Claudia Thompson claudiair@comcast.net 425-487-3724 
Eva Mader, Ben Nelson, Debbie Smith  
 

Social Concerns:  
Sarah Peterson (Chair)  sarah.j.peterson@boeing.com 425-988-3335  
Marilyn Hansen (CL), Rhonda Ammondson, Gail D’Alessio, Eva Mader, Rod Nelson, Karl Riebeling 
 

Stewardship:  
Mike Niebauer (Chair/CL) mniebauer@peoplepc.com  425-746-9174  
Pr Tim Wolbrecht (Staff), Ed Giaimo (Treasurer), Howard & Judy Johnson 
 

Worship & Music:  
Marcia Bodin (Chair) m.bodin@frontier.com 425-868-8894  

Mike Niebauer (CL), Kipp Fisher (Staff), Gail D’Alessio, Sue Giaimo, Rebecca Nelson, Margaret Santjer,                                            

Pr Tim Wolbrecht (Staff) 

If you are not serving on one of these committees, please consider, pray and step into using God’s gifting in you for the work of Grace. Speak with 

any of these folks about the work of their committee and learn how you can participate!...and thank them for their service! 
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Russia News from Eva Mader 

As you know, the Christmas 2011 offering at Grace was designated to go to the work of the NWWA Synod's two Companion Syn-
ods in Ethiopia and  Russia. I am grateful and happy to report that $700 was donated for each Companion Synod.  Usually our 
focus at Grace is on our partner congregation in St. Petersburg, but this time I want to share with you a letter written by the 
Dean of the Central Deanery, an area that has Moscow at its center. In this letter Pastor Lena Bondarenko tells us a little about the 
struggles in many of the congregations . Your gifts to the Synod's Russia Account help to support visiting pastors, travel expenses 
and other vital necessities in these struggling, yet surviving, Lutheran faith communities. 
 
Pastor Bondarenko and Bishop Brauer will be with us in May for the Synod Assembly and we will have various opportunities to 
hear more about the work of the Lutheran Church in European Russia. 
  

Christmas Greeting From Central Deanery of  the ELCER 
 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming, 
From tender stem hath sprung. 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, 
As men of old have sung; 
It came, a flow'ret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 
When half spent was the night.  
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
They were waiting for a royal Savior in Old Israel: a hero on a stallion, who is going to save his people. But what happened later? 
Later the incredible creatures from heavens appeared, and they went to miserable shepherds, and proclaimed to them, that the Sav-
ior had been born, and he was in fact a little baby in swaddling cloth in a manger! 
 

Later, when Jesus became older, he preached: “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches“ (Lk 13:19).   
 

This is a glad news for all and for the Central Deanery of the ELC ER. This is a sign that all our works won't be in vain. God 
changes the small into the blessed, that is why we go on, in spite of all our fears. The congregations of the Deanery are scattered, 
there are no permanent worship places, and where there is a church, it should be restored. But we go on.   
 

In Stary Oskol Lutherans gather in apartments: sometimes here, sometimes there, however, they don't lose hope, the congregation 
has a number of ministries. There is a visitation ministry, a society of political victims (an initiative of the congregation), Christian 
holidays in the sports school, where Pastor Matukh has his second job, and a regular confirmation class. The congregation lives.   
 

In Smolensk there is a beautiful church, however, they prohibited the congregation to meet there, even once a month. But the 
congregation conducts regular worship services either in apartments or in a small office of the German cultural center. The 
congregation dream and act for the return of the church  – it is a steep hill, but they are climbing it and praying. The congregation 
lives.  
 

In Jaroslavl there is a church, which already belongs to the congregation, but it is a ruin which bears sad traces of the tragic 20th 
century. The congregation has started to reconstruct the church, and in the next year when it is warmer, they plan to restore the 
windows, and the church won't be a ruin any more. Slowly, but still. Step by step. They are revitalizing the pastoral ministry at 
present. The congregation lives. 
 

In Orel there is a congregation, which is led by preacher Penner. It is a modest congregation, but it was the first one in the 
Deanery to start peparation for the new synod meeting of the ELC ER. In Orel there is a Lutheran chapel. The congregation lives. 
 

And we have Lutheran groups, which have nothing to boast of, no buildings, no big numbers of people, no special events, in Tula, 
Kostroma, Kineshma, Balabanovo, but they live. They meet for a recreation in Uslovaya each year and invite preachers for Bible 
studies. They live. And our main task is to keep this fragile life, this green twig in cold winter. We thank all our friends who support 
us. We thank Eva Mader and all our sisters and brothers from the Northwestern synod in the USA for their indefatigable help! We 
thank Emmaus German Embassy congregation in Moscow and everybody who have prayed for us! Together and with God's help 
we will revive the Central Deanery. 
 

I wish you blessed Christmas and a happy new year! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 Pastor Elena Bondarenko 
acting dean of Central Deanery  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesse


Chicken Hatchery in Ethiopia Project 
 
Dear Partners and Friends, 
 
This is a letter of thanksgiving to God and to you for the part you have played in supporting the Chicken Hatchery in Ethio-
pia Project.  Please accept our gratitude and thanks.  Your gifts are making this idea possible. 
 
Background 
As you may recall, our NW Washington Synod has had a companion relationship with the North Central Ethiopian Synod of 
the Mekane Yesus Church in Ethiopia.  The North Central Ethiopian Synod (NCES) is one of 22 synods in the Mekane Ye-
sus Church in Ethiopia.  We have had a sister relationship with the NCES since 1990.   
 
In June 2010, the NCES asked us to help them finance a chicken hatchery project at the former Haik orphanage.  The or-
phanage in that area was not needed as before.  [Funds can still be donated for the orphan children who are now in school or 
living with extended family.  Contact the Synod Office on how to do this].  Most of the profits from the chicken hatchery will 
go for lay leadership training and seminary scholarships.  Some will provide partial assistance for up to 200 disadvantaged 
children in the area. 
 
A Viable Request 
The neat thing about this request is that the chicken hatchery is the Ethiopia Church’s idea; they developed a doable plan and 
worked with the Ethiopian government to gain approval.  The Ethiopian government dragged their feet initially because they 
wanted the hatchery to be larger than proposed.  
 
The local Ethiopian Church, however, stood their ground, saying that resources were available from the NW Washington 
Synod but not to the extent for which they hoped.  The Ethiopian Church insisted the hatchery would grow and develop, and 
of course it will.  Final approval was granted by the government in late June 2011, and planning began in earnest.   
 
Costs 
For this project, the NW Washington Synod agreed to donate $102,000 over a six year period.  We have raised $50,422 so far, 
and the hatchery is underway. 
 
In 2-3 years the plan for the hatchery is to become self-supporting at which time our contributions will taper off except for 
larger items such as incubators. 
 
New manager hired; incubators purchased 
To date, a professional chicken hatchery manager has been hired; three incubators and a 
generator have been purchased plus other equipment and supplies.  Exciting pictures of 
chicks are shown below:   
 
Baby Chicks 
550 baby chicks were purchased in November 2011 and now have grown in size as you 
see below.  In March 2012 these chicks now grown should provide fertilized eggs for 
hatching.  The three incubators can handle about 2,400 eggs per month or more than 
28,000 eggs per year.  Glory to God!  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Chicken Hatchery in Ethiopia Task Force 
Ken Halvorson, Facilitator 
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P.S.  May God bless you during this time of transition.  I                  
know from experience  (having been on a transition 
team in a congregation in Olympia) that the Holy Spirit 
is very near you at this time – even though you’re posi-
tive He’s taken a vacation!   
(Matt 28: 20).  “Lo, I am with you always,” Jesus said.   

 ~ Ken Halvorson 
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Please let me know if I missed a birthday. ~Jane 

 

 

Margery Perdue 4 

Sophia Mattie 6 

Jack Burrell 7 

Ben Nelson 7 

Robin Hansen 11 

Sally Wing 11 

Jay Charleston 16 

Barry Erickson 16 

Judy(H) Johnson 16 

Danna Anderson 22 

Judy (L) Johnson 24 

Rod Nelson 26 

Marjorie Jorgensen 1 

Elliott Brogren 3 

Kierra Sweeney 4 

Maura Sweeney 4 

Kris  Brown 5 

Howard Johnson 7 

Quinn Harnecker 9 

Matthew  Anderson 12 

Thor Johnson 12 

Karen Lawrence 12 

Lena Swanson 12 

Ruth Taus 14 

Robert Domorad 15 

Arnie Gunderson 15 

Mark Anderson 16 

Charlotte Meiburg 17 

Sue Giaimo 21 

Arlene Stratis 22 

Elinor Barnes 23 

Mary Jo Auestad  25 

Andrea Pirret 26 

Christian Harnecker 27 

Kevin Nelson 30 

Janet Prichard 30 

Margaret Hansen 31 

Compass Housing Alliance 
Upcoming Event: 
Up, Up and Away! 
Auction and Dinner  
March 10, 2012 
  

Please join us for Up, Up and Away, our annual fundraising auc-
tion and dinner.  
  
March 10, 2012 at 6:30 P.M.  
Museum of Flight, Seattle 
Tickets: $150  
  
Great auction items, lively bidding, delicious food and some sur-
prise entertainment await you!    
  
This year our Fund-a-Need is "You've Got Mail," supporting the 
banking, mailing and housing retention programs in the Client Ser-
vices Office. 
  
You can purchase tickets over the phone by calling 206-357-3138 
or visit http://www.compasshousingalliance.org to learn 
more. 

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran, Bellevue 
  
On behalf of the Chicken Hatchery Task Force, I want you to 
know about progress made with your gift and the gifts from many 
others. Thank you very much.  You’ve been very generous!  
 
My wife, Linda, and I are traveling to Ethiopia (Jan 23 – Feb 8, 
2012) to view the chicken hatchery and to assist in the creation of 
an advisory committee in Ethiopia.  We thank you in advance for 
your prayers.  
  
May the Lord bless you richly now and always. 
  
Ken Halvorson, Chair 
NW Washington Synod Global Mission Committee 
 
 
     
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=v5fel9cab&et=1109161569474&s=211&e=0015ErCM-QhTgShnSIeuN2V2PcROoaD0-sDryXrRFWb9gjMAhhynwPBpFGZAqCFK8WP1XL2Oa0nUDhn-oD6A21EV_FsewRIPcNy8EmEAQbIRZeEpD677vtpO7tU2hzwS8lUhqxnkaNKdFWm2pqjsOAWkHzLEr6RBYfVFMuaF4slhWwNKXzY1xMWrDNU-PyPuWT
http://www.compasshousingalliance.org
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Faith and Everyday Life 
 
The Space Needle can withstand earthquakes and strong winds because it can bend, and lubricants change shape constantly 
to do their job. Our bodies and even our attitudes work best when they are the supplest and have the greatest range of mo-
tion. Everything needs some flexibility.  
 
We might as well stay flexible because there really is no such thing as “the right time” to do something! This is because we 
can’t evaluate the usefulness of any action until the consequences become clear later. We may have a feeling that an action is 
right or the timing is right, but, in truth, other minutes or actions might have produced an even better (or worse) result. We 
just can’t know. 
 
This might seem like a cause for anxiety, but it might also just be a very freeing realization. Maybe there are more choices, 
chances and right ways to do things than I realized! Hallelujah!  
 
All is in flux because God is constantly creating and doing new things in and around us. We need to stay flexible in our lives 
because we live in God’s changing world. Perhaps one of the mysteries of God is that God is both constant in love and flex-
ible in creating. 
   
        Lutheran Counseling Network 

(taken from Lutheran Counseling Network website resources, a message for January 2011) 
  

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a 
time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to 
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to 
tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace.  
                Ecclesiastes 3:2-8 

The Smash Hit Production of 

 

 

 

 

 

Returns to Seattle due to popular demand! 

 
 

Two performances only! Saturday, March 10, 4pm and 8pm 

Tickets range from $29-$59. Premium seats for $89 are limited.  

PLACE: Paramount Theatre, 911 Pine Street, Seattle. 

 

CHRISTIANITY TODAY called the production ña profound experienceò and WORLD described it as ña sizzling   

adaptation of the Lewis Classic.ò 

  

It opens up questions of faith that are often difficult to bring up in ordinary conversation. 

 

Plan to bring a friend. If Grace can organize a group of 10 or more, discounts are available by calling Andrew at 866-

476-8707, email: Andrew@FPAtheatre.com  

For more information visit www.ScrewtapeOnStage.com  

mailto:Andrew@FPAtheatre.com
http://www.ScrewtapeOnStage.com


Weekly Events at Grace during Advent 

Sunday         10:00am Worship 

  11:15am Education Hour  

 

Tuesday  9:30am Tuesday Matins 

             10:00am Prayer Group  

  11:00am Staff Meeting 

 

Wednesday 9:00am Book Study 

  10:00am Quilters  

  Lenten Worship at Noon, 2/22 - 3/28  

  6:00pm Bible Study 

  7:00pm Evening Vespers 

 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

9625 NE 8th Street 

Bellevue, WA 98004 

www.bellgrace.org 

Phone: 425-454-4344 

Fax: 425-688-0939 

E-mail: bellgrace@integra.net 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Sunday Schedule  
10:00am Worship 
11:15am Education Hour 
 

Tuesday Matins, 9:30am Worship 
 

Wednesday Schedule  
         9:00am Bible Study 
         6:00pm Bible Study 
         7:00pm Vespers Worship 

 

"Joyfully proclaiming Christ in word and deed!”                

Women’s Circles:  
 

Wednesday Circle meets in member’s homes at 
10am on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
 
Thursday Circle meets in Grace’s Fireside Room 
on the 2nd Thursday of the month 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday—February 22 
7:00pm Worship, Imposition of Ashes 

 
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin 
our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. During Lent the 
people of God reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s 
death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mor-
tality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation 
to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long 
for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast 
to come. 
 

Lenten Wednesday Worship at Noon 
February 22—March 28th  

Join us for these special times of worship each Wednesday 
During the Lenten Season 


